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PRESENTATION
Recently, four of the most important communication vehicles, if not the most
representative of the segment, due to their affinities of thought and commitment
to truthfulness, logic and common sense of information, together with the
responsibility that should impregnate the activity of producing news, decided to
join in an informal association, for now, to better fulfill their mission or destiny.
Thus, the “Arte da Guerra” channel, the “Velho General” blog, the “Caiafa Image”
channel and the “Tecnologia e Defesa” magazine joined forces and prestige,
united by the same ideal, even trying to moralize the disorder and
irresponsibility that currently prevails in the innumerable vehicles (electronic or
not) that deal with such delicate issues as defense and security.
This union of forces has already resulted in an enviable community of readers
and subscribers that exceeds a few hundred thousand people from all over Brazil
(and many abroad), so the issues published or discussed in our vehicles have
wide repercussion. On the other hand, we capture the yearnings, plans and fears
of an important and influential part of Brazilian society.
In this context, and combining our commitment of love and loyalty to our
country and our brothers from all corners of this continental nation, we could
not pass up the impact of the problems related to the Brazilian Amazon in recent
weeks, in the midst of the which misinformation, manipulation, disguised
interests and distance from reality cause us much more harm than the damage
caused by the absolutely normal “burns” and accusations of exploitation of
immeasurable wealth, but that belongs to us.
We know how to take care of this heritage for the first benefit of our people,
without forgetting the people of other countries that did not worry in the past
about the preservation of the environment in their own territories and now
come to accuse us, give lessons and insinuate threats to our sovereignty.
However, something as unfortunate as these actions is the support of the socalled “major press” of Brazil that, due to its ideology (and the economy, mainly,
because they have lost much of their sources of income where they used to stock
up in exchange for “flattery” that masks the true situation of the country), tends
to blame (for an environmental crisis that does not exist) the current
government of Brazil.
For all these reasons, we have decided to launch a public campaign to collect
suggestions to develop an action plan that mitigates the problem. The appeal had
wide repercussions among our audience, with thousands of comments and
hundreds of messages with amendments to the initial draft.
After selecting the suggestions that we consider most appropriate, we edit a
draft document to present to the Brazilian authorities.
However, we believe that an extremely important part of any initiative for the
Amazon needs to involve our brothers the people of Latin America who also own
part of the Amazon territory.
Therefore, we decided to write the Letter of Manaus, through which we affirm
the sovereignty of the countries of the region and call upon them to unite for this
common objective; and we urge the so-called developed countries to take
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concrete actions to help reduce the illegal arms trade from their territories to
our region and to curb bio piracy, which is nothing more than the unauthorized
expropriation and commercialization of genetic material without the
corresponding consent of the Amazonian countries; in addition, we encourage
the initiation of a diplomatic offensive calling for the end of the colonies in Latin
America.
We hope this is somehow useful for Brazil, for Latin America and for the
Amazonian people today and for future generations (our greatest concern).
Thankfully.
Arte da Guerra – Caiafa Image – Tecnologia & Defesa – Velho General
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WE, THE COUNTRIES OF THE AMAZON

We understand that the Amazon rainforest is an inheritance of our ancestors,
conquered and maintained with the sacrifice of countless generations and that
we have the right to preserve this legacy;
Therefore, the signatory nations of this letter consider their territory indivisible,
inalienable and with full and non-transferable sovereignty;
The creation by default or without consent of nations, states, territories with
autonomous or semi-autonomous status in the territorial space of the signatory
nations or their adjacent seas will not be allowed;
We are also aware that smuggling specimens of animals and plants to rich
countries is massive and harmful, a crime against our biodiversity. Consequently,
we urge the efforts of these countries to stop and repress the entry of these
specimens into their territories in the same way that we try to prevent them
from leaving. Bio piracy must be fought at both ends;
With respect to other governments, whose presidents will not recognize
international summits, conventions or assemblies, nor will agreements or
covenants, resolutions or arbitrations be accepted when the content or part of
them violates, threatens or limits the sovereignty of the signatory countries over
their territories;
Just as we respect the will of the international community to help us preserve
our forests, we also demand respect for our sovereignty, reserving the right to
choose when, where, how and by whom we will receive assistance, and
determine the purpose of these resources according to the needs of our peoples;
Considering that the signatory countries of this Letter have democratically
elected and, therefore, legitimate governments, any donation, loan or financing
from other countries cannot be conditioned to the adoption of policies that harm
our nations;
It is undeniable that the introduction of manufactured weapons in industrialized
countries causes thousands of victims, strengthens drug trafficking and
destabilizes societies in the poorest countries. Therefore, we ask for measures to
ensure that producing countries reduce their manufacturing volume, establish
sales and distribution control mechanisms and tighten their application to curb
smuggling;
We urge the International Community not to retain, confiscate or maintain in its
banking systems any cash or movable and immovable property that have been
obtained illegally in the signatory countries of this Letter at the same time that
they must accelerate its return;
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No country signatory to this Letter shall be subject to sanctions, blockades,
interference, intervention, invasion or any other type of explicit or veiled
aggression by the International Community;
Given the fact that most of the countries in this Letter are signatories of the NPT
and, therefore, in conditions of warlike inferiority to the nuclear powers, we
understand that it is the duty of the International Community to establish
guarantees of respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Amazonian
countries;
The International Community will not grant asylum, offer a passport, refugee
status or any other type of benefit to citizens convicted of crimes committed in
the territory of the signatories of this Letter, and will take measures to accelerate
their extradition;
The signatory countries of this Letter urge the International Community to stop
manufacturing, selling, exporting, assigning or transferring technology for the
manufacture and development of landmines or similar devices; and
We understand that in the 21st century, the existence of colonies, overseas
territories, possessions, military bases or territorial status other than total
independence or their return to the country that has the original legal possession
is no longer appropriate.
Of course, we maintain that the populations of these places, sovereignly and in
accordance with their interests and realities, decide whether or not to maintain
the current status quo without any external pressure or intervention.
Therefore, we request the application of these precepts to the following
territories:
Denmark (Greenland).
United States of America (Guam, Guantanamo, Virgin Islands and Puerto
Rico).
France (French Guyana, Saint Peter and Miquelon, Guadalupe, Martinique,
Saint Barthelemy, New Caledonia and Dependencies, French Polynesia, Saint
Martin and Islas Wallis and Futuna).
Netherlands (Aruba, Curacao, San Martin, Bonaire, Saint Eustatius and
Saba).
United Kingdom (Anguilla, Bermuda, South Georgia and the South
Sandwich Islands, Cayman Islands, Falklands/Malvinas Islands, Turks and
Caicos Islands, British Virgin Islands, Montserrat, Saint Helena, Ascension
and Tristan da Cunha, Pitcairn and Gibraltar).
We believe that, by following and implementing the decisions contained in this
Letter, we will move towards a more just, peaceful and progressive world.
Manaus, Brazil, September 2019.
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