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Book	cover:	USNI	Press.	

Book	tells	the	incredible	story	of	the	first	woman	hired	by	the	American	Army’s	Military	
Intelligence	to	work	internationally	during	the	First	World	War.	With	passages	from	
Siberia	to	Brazil,	the	story	involves	war,	capitalism,	bolshevism,	Women’s	Suffrage,	the	

Treaty	of	Versailles	and	much	more.	

“American	spy	network	is	a	complicated	labyrinth	designed	
so	‘the	left	hand	knoweth	not	what	the	right	hand	doeth’.”	

Marguerite	Harrison	

The	 release	 of	 The	 Liberation	 of	 Marguerite	 Harrison	 –	 America’s	 First	 Female	
Foreign	Intelligence	Agent	took	place	on	September	15th.	The	“Velho	General”	was	
privileged	to	check	out	this	adorable	account	of	the	personal	and	professional	life	
of	spy	Marguerite	Harrison,	through	the	eyes	of	the	author	Elizabeth	Atwood.	

Published	by	the	Naval	Institute	Press,	from	Annapolis,	Maryland,	in	the	United	
States,	the	book	is	based	on	the	autobiography	of	the	secret	agent	(There’s	Always	
Tomorrow:	The	Story	of	 a	Checkered	Life),	 in	 addition	 to	 articles	by	Marguerite	
herself	as	a	journalist,	reports	from	the	time,	photographs	and	documents.	
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The	Liberation	of	Marguerite	Harrison	tells	the	incredible	story	of	the	first	woman	
hired	by	 the	Army’s	New	Military	 Intelligence	Division	 to	work	 internationally.	
The	 book	 falls	 under	 the	 category	 Espionage	 and	 Intelligence,	 is	 available	 in	
English	in	hardcover	format	with	320	pages.	

When	we	talk	about	espionage,	two	emblematic	figures	come	to	mind	–	Mata	Hari	
and	Edith	Cavell.	Beforehand,	it	is	important	to	note	that	Marguerite	did	not	act	in	
exchange	for	sexual	favors	or	apply	medical	care,	which	made	her	unique	in	her	
style.	

Marguerite	was	born	in	Catonsville,	Maryland,	in	the	Victorian	era.	From	a	wealthy	
Baltimore	family,	the	socialite	was	educated	at	a	time	when	women	were	devoted	
to	 family,	 husband	 and	 children.	 But	 she	 went	 well	 beyond	 that	 after	 her	
husband's	sudden	death	in	1915.	She	didn’t	just	want	to	write	stories	about	war	
and	film	and	theater	reviews,	she	wanted	to	be	a	protagonist	in	World	History.	

His	 prosperous	 family	 lived	 in	 an	 opulent	 home,	 with	 many	 employees	 and	
collections	of	watches	and	porcelain.	Marguerite	received	etiquette	classes	and	an	
intellectually	exquisite	education.	Her	mother,	Elizabeth	Baker,	prepared	her	for	
married	and	family	life	without	knowing	that	she	was	indirectly	training	her	for	
espionage.	

She	faced	her	family,	especially	her	mother,	to	marry	the	man	she	loved	and	not	
to	suit	European	royalty	as	her	family	would	have	outlined.	She	had	a	glamorous	
wedding	 and	was	 a	mother.	However,	 after	 her	 husband’s	 death,	 she	 began	 to	
crave	emotions	that	motherhood	was	unable	to	provide.	

The	 pains	 she	 went	 through	 revealed	 her	 vocation.	 Nothing	 conventional,	 she	
wanted	 to	 be	 rescued	 from	 the	 pain	 of	 losses,	 the	 pain	 of	 others	 and	 the	 pain	
inflicted	by	the	type	of	society	that	expected	her	to	give	what	she	did	not	want,	in	
the	end,	to	grant.	The	benevolent	Marguerite	did	an	exercise	in	self-knowledge,	
collaborated	with	her	country,	giving	herself	 to	it,	and	made	history.	She	broke	
paradigms	at	a	time	when	other	attitudes	and	positions	were	expected	of	women.	
She	 refused	 “noes”,	 defended	 herself	 against	 dangers,	 persuaded	 (this	 true	
“chameleon”	knew	how	to	rapport)	and	dismissed	the	court	of	one	of	 the	most	
influential	and	powerful	man	in	history.	

At	40,	she	had	an	adventurous	personality,	a	patriotic	spirit	and	a	lot	of	courage.	
The	historical	context	is	the	1st	World	War.	Despite	the	fact	that	there	were	women	
spies	in	the	American	Revolution	(1776)	and	in	the	Civil	War	(1861-1865),	she	
was	 the	 first	 to	be	 sent	 to	 international	missions	 for	her	 skills	 and	knowledge,	
privileged	to	have	gifts	compatible	with	the	future	functions	that	would	come	to	
her	to	perform.	Talents	that	the	reader	will	discover	throughout	an	engaging	text	
in	which	we	wonder	sometimes	whether	it	is	biography,	sometimes	fiction.	

In	this	pleasant	and	thought-provoking	narrative,	impossible	to	be	willing	to	stop	
reading,	the	author	makes	us	travel	through	the	timeline	of	history	and	observe	
similarities	 with	 the	 present.	 Marguerite	 was	 in	 Germany,	 Russia,	 Poland,	 the	
Middle	East,	Japan,	China,	Siberia	and	Brazil.	The	reader	will	go	through	concrete	
cases,	 linked	to	the	history	of	Marguerite,	and	historical	episodes	that	illustrate	
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the	 contrasts	of	 the	war,	 important	moments	before,	between	and	after	 the	1st	
World	War,	sabotage	and	espionage	by	German-Americans,	capitalism,	socialism,	
communism,	 unions	 and	 demonstrators,	 film	 censorship,	 interviews	 and	
information	 collection,	 bolshevism,	 Treaty	 of	 Versailles,	 Russian	 revolutions,	
Spanish	 Flu	 epidemic,	 feminist	 struggle	 for	 Women’s	 Suffrage,	 diplomacy	 and	
much	of	Cheka's	work,	the	Soviet	secret	police,	among	other	subjects.	

Above	all,	the	plot	speaks	of	a	woman	who,	trying	to	do	it	right,	did	it	wrong	and	
by	 doing	 it	 wrong,	 did	 it	 right.	 It	 defines	 the	 word	 “liberation”,	 literally	 and	
metaphorically,	and	will	make	the	reader	understand	aspects	 that	demonstrate	
that	History	 is	a	game;	 the	world,	a	 chess	board	and	 its	directions	go	 “through	
difficulties	to	the	stars”.	

	

*Bianca	 Carl	 is	 a	 Lawyer	 and	 Tourism	 Specialist,	 postgraduate	 in	Brazilian	Military	 Law	 and	 a	
researcher	in	the	areas	of	Defense	and	Military	Law.	Bianca	is	a	Humanitarian	Civil	Diplomat	and	
regularly	writes	for	the	Velho	General.	E-mail:	biancarl2904@gmail.com.br.	

	


